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Regional OpE Sources

• Inspections
• Operating Experience Screened “In” by NRR
• IAEA News Briefs
• Sharing Inspection Findings from all Regions
• INPO/WANO Operating Experience Database
• Information Notices, Part 21s, RIS, Generic Letters, 

Bulletins

Region III has assigned as a collateral 
duty an Operating Experience Coordinator



3

Value Added Findings (VAFs)
• Based on 

Recommendation from 
Supervisor

• Provided to All Region III 
Staff 

• Shared among Regions 
and with HQ
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Bringing It All Together
• Daily Events Meetings
• SAFE  Board
• OpE Thursday
• SRA Reviews of Operational Events
• Periodic Training
• Program Reviews

Focusing the Regional Staff on learning 
lessons from OpE
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GETTING SAFETY RESULTS
FROM OpE

• On 1/27/05 a single failure vulnerability was 
identified at a RII facility that could prevent both 
EDGs and off-site power from supplying power to 
their respective Safety Buses.

– 1/28: OpE discussed at RIII morning meeting.

– 2/2: RIII inspectors confirmed that condition also 
existed at a RIII facility.

– As of 2/3 RIII inspectors had confirmed that 
condition also existed at three other RIII 
facilities.
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GETTING SAFETY RESULTS 
FROM OpE (Continued)

• 3/14/05 – During inspection preparation for 95003 
inspection at a RIII facility, OpE reviewed              
(NRC Information Notice (IN) 2001-19).

• 3/30 – During actual inspection at the RIII facility, 
inspectors identified potential oil bubblers mis-
assembly similar to that described in IN 2001-19 
associated with safety-related ECCW pumps.

• 4/7 – Licensee confirms that bubblers were installed 
incorrectly, increasing the possibility of oil flow 
blockage.  
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GETTING SAFETY RESULTS 
FROM OpE (Continued)

• 12/9/05 – French Utility EDF determines that Low 
Pressure Safety Injection and Containment Spray 
Pumps for 900 MWe reactors could be rendered 
inoperable by excessive vibration – classified as a level 
2 on INES scale.

• 12/16 – Issue briefed at RIII morning meeting - a RIII 
facility was determined to have similar pumps.

• 12/17 – NRC residents confirm that the RIII facility 
installation different from EDF such that vibration 
vulnerability not a problem.


